ORD AUSTIN, pioneer of T h.p.
cars in this country, and still the
g spint of one of Britaa's
largest motorcar factories, has once
again sponsored a big development
in the history of the Austin Com-
pany. On Woednesday an entirely
new Austin Eight was announced.
Austin dealers and journalists from
all parts of the country came to
Longbridge to see the new model—
which is fully described below.
* * E]

Nearly 17 years ago, motoring history
was made by the introduction of a car
which was to beceme famous through-
out the world as the Baby Austin.
then that model, new and second-
., has brought pleasure and recrea-
tion to literally millions of people. 1t
has had a long run of successiul ser
vice, establishing, we believe, a record
for the duration of any one type, and
now that its day is done it will cer-
tainly e mourned by many.

They can be consoled by the know-
ledge that its successor is one of the
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AUSTINS ANNOUNCE AN EIGHT ,

Entirely New Model Succeeds the *“Seven’:
Fully Equipped Saloon for £128:
Test and Road Impressions

finest light cars which it has ever been
our pleasure to test.

From the drawings on these pages it
will be seen clearly that STiiL
Light is an entirely new car. Only the
engine and gearbox unit follow pre
vious Austin practice, and even thers
certain differences are to be noted.

For instance, although the valves are
at the side of the cylinder block, they
are operated by large-diameter barrel
type tappets: mcreover, the base of
each tappet is flat and the shape of
the cams is, of ccurse, altered to suit

this design, which provides particularly
quiet operation together with long life
and high efficiency.

FPROPORTIONAL
BRAKING 2PRING

A

CHAISLS TRAME

Another cha iz the use 4 com-
pression ratio of 6} to 1, which is higher
than has been used on any previous
small Austin, To cupe with the added

haft is used; it iz suppor
three bearings. A gear-type pump
supplies oil under pressure to those
bearings, the big-ends and the camshaft
bearings; in fact, lubrication has been
carefuily studied throughout.

A fexible-centred single-plate clutch
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SECTION OF ¥RAME, AT THE
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TRCHT DUME-1ROR

PLACES MARKED A
FRE SPOT-WEiDED

is controlled by a pedal mounted
directly on the power umit and con-
nected to the clutch withdrawal
wmechanism by a liok. This avoids
any complications due to the flexible

synchromesh mechanism for second,
third and top gears.

Conveiltional actice js followed.
too, in the propeller shaft, whick is of
Hardy Spicer manufacture with needle-

mounting of the unit—three fairly soft bearing joints. A pressed-steel axle
rubber pads all in a plane which alsa casing of very rigid design houses three-
includes the centre of gravity of the quarter fioating half-shafts and a unit
umit.  The gearbox is orthodox wilh  which consists of the spiral bevels wilh
—
X b8

BOX SECTION A7 REOR
CF CHOSSIS TRAME

GIRLING BRAKES WITH
CAST DREIM

a bevel-type differential gear. Each
hali-shaft has at its outer end a flange
formed integrally with the shaft and
to this the wheel hub is secured. The
inner end of the hall-shaft is splined
into the differential assembly. Thus a
very rigid conne n is provided
between wheel and shaft, but the axle
can be dismaatled very easily.




