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Ll\rltLY inttrt:st is :rrotrserl lr1- tht ittttloullcemcnt of atr
Austin Iright. At last, :r{ter st;rne sel'crlteen years, the
farttorts St-r't'tr h:Ls t1isit1t1ti,art11. Tlic nt-ri' Eight is a

totallv clilït'rt nt c:tr itt gt'rtt r;t1 ,:lt sign, rl'hilst, as to
,r1rpr,.;i.,,,,,, , irtr t'trlirt' lrrt :tha* it\' ltas beetr made frorrl
l,r','r'iorrs Atistirr pt'iLcticr.

In.lroint of t ttgittr sizt tlrt' E,ight is thc' satnc as the Big
:r'\'r'n, \\ hich, it * ill lre rttlltllll)('r('d, c:Lme alotlg stltne
tirue rrgo as liltLllrllv ittt i trliLrgt'cl St'r't-ii. -fhere are, hori'-
t r t r, irrttrn:rl i'rtgirtt' rliifi:r'tlttt's in the Eight, al)art from
th,.' rn;rior tli1ÏerCtlt t s t h:it exist tretrvt't'tl the trvo t lrs i tr

(,t]rer rIsl)rcti.
()nt' ol ill( nr()st sLrilting ltoitrts about the nerv modcl is

thrLt, both to look at artrl to sit in, it sugge'sts a ro h.p. cíIr
nthtr thlrr :Ln 8 h.1r. '.flie rvheelburse is 7ft. 41in. :rg:iillst
tht 6it. r;in. o{ th,,' previous St'r r:tt. It is zr shapelv small
clir, flont the tnoclt'rtt aottlt(l('(i Irout, rvith chromiunr-pl:rtecl
lrlrL,* :Lnrl otrc-Pittt trortnct, to thc cl{rar1l sii't'1lt tail parlel,
rulrcre ir roorrtr. lroot is ittcorltor;rtt'cl. Also it is notable for
a l:irgc area irf sitlt' rtitirlorr-, r,, hich givc's tL ligirt-fee ling
iutt'rior anrl zr p:trticttlarll'gc-rrtcl vit'u'to l)ack scat pas-
s('ng.:rs, rl'ho ihrrs tlo Itot fetl shtrt in. It is the trvo-rloor
sliiIing-ht,arl s;rloorr ri'ltich hlts lrt't'tt tt'steri ; thcre is aiso a

Ic,r,r rli,.,r six li;lht tttoclt'I. A rlttailt'cl descriptiou of thr

rrt'ri' I'-iqlrt .ítl)p('ars t'lst $ ]rt rt irl tlris ;ssrte.

Its aplrt':Ll is olrviottslv irt <lir,ct rrrtio to the
cc,mf.,ri,ibl,' att<l praitic,rl accolnmo(latioll
aíIorciecl for fottr pt'oplt ancl thc tcotlomic:il run-
ning that au t'tigirtt'oI this sizt'gives. It is
thoroughlv e'llrripped, ivell finisheci and, a far
from inconsicler:Lblt' point, lias behind it the
nanrt' g:riuerl bv Atlstitr's Ior 1>rorlLrcing a sound
tvpe of car.

On the opfll road it travt'ls comfortably at
4o lo 4s nr.p.h.-irr otht:r v'oríIs, at the rate
conrmonh' em1)lo1'c'cl lrÏ tirc rtrajoritv of owrlers

brcoming botherecl' mechanicaliv.
The errgine is srnooth and fairh' rlltiet tven s'hen rvorliing

hard, and provides 21 1's11'pleasant fornr of " potter " motor-
ing on leisure11. occasions. The fotrr-cr-iinder sicle-vair-e
cngine pu11s willingll' at lo§ speecls, being able to get do\','lr
to 7 ot 3 m.p.h. otr the lt'r'el ivithout suatch on top gear
zrncl, if thr: driver is not u'antirtg to httrrr-speciallv, to hold
on to top agaiust tht average ttlait) l'()itd slol)e.

A Useful Third Gear
As might ire expcctctl, horvcvt'r, the gt'ar bos can be rrsed

to aclvautage to increase the lorv-slrted at:celt'ration etnd to
ruaintain speed ou hil1,s. Third gcar is r-alu:Lble for the
r in 8-c1 typr of gradient, rvhilst thc trsual t in 6| hill,
approachrd at 4o m.p.h., u'as takcu coníidently rvith trvo
ul, on second gear oï the {our-spcerl box at about 17 In'p.h.
oi.er the steepest sectiorl. Ijirst i:s a lou' ctnergency ratio
to provide a rírserve on the steepc-st ltincl of ]rill encountcred
u.hen tottlittg, this being eviclt'ttt from the sttre mltrttter in
rvhich the Austin Eight rest;rrte(l on th(' r in.1 test scctiotl.

For the rccorciing of tht' perforrtratrct' figrtrc's tvcatiicr cotl-
ditions \r-erc rlot of tht'bc',qt, brtt, t'r.i"rt so, the car dislllal'e'J
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" The Autocar " Road Tests

a useful range of accelerati<,rn fclr its size atld a uraxlmutn
high enough for ordirtary rcquirencnts. The speedotncttr
!\-as r.6 m.p.h. fast at 30, almost exactly z rn.p.h. at 4o
and 2.3 at 5o, whilst the highest readirit{ showu rvhen the
speed was being timcd over a quarter-mile tvas 6r.

First impressions react favourably to tlie ririving position.
The drir.er and frortt passenger are supl;orted artd lrositiont:d
comlortably by the shaped back-rest oI thc separate írortt
seats, and the legs eLre pl:Lced nzLturally. 'l-trc stccriDg wheel
is mounted quite low on a well-rai(ed column and, although
appearing to be of ordirlary pzLttern, is ílexible.

À lorrr; and thirt, bttt trot whi1rlry, 1;t';rr lt,vcr r'otttt's rvt'll
withirr rcach, and a llcw lrirttcrtt oI hltrrtl-lirtLhc lt:t't'r is st:t
irt an atrglc itr thc spacc bctwt;ctt thc Íront scats, wltcrc it
is instantly " found." Syuchromcsh is provided ou secotrd,'
third and top gears and functions admirsbly for either
leisurely or quite quick chalging. None of the indirect
gears is conspicuously noisy. Very little usc need be nrade
of first gear when starting,.the clutch pedal action is light,
and the drive takes up smoothly for staurting purposes
without particular care beirtg [ecessary.

Light but High-geared Steering

The steeriug is light and haLs some caster actiotr, though
rlot a great dcal. It is liigh-geared, requiring olrly trvo turns
cf the wheel frorn lock to lock, but is rtot excessivcly
" quick ". in the sense that sliglrt turning of the rvheci
abruptly alters the car's directioil. It is also practically
free from road-wheel reactiorts.

H:rlf-elliptic suspensiott alfords sullicirnt stalrility for the
performance and provides a " ritle " írottr which thc worst
of road-surface elïects is rcmoved. 'fhere is Irot much
pitching tendency and such swayiug as occurs if the car
is cornered Íast is not of a proltounced character. A
decidedly bad by-way sur{ace of a nature arising only when
" ofi-the-map {' ventures are made causes a noticeable
amount oI car movenrent, but hard shocks are Itot felt
even in these circumstances.

As on the other Austin models, Girling brakes are used.
On the Eight they provide a stltooth and yct powerlul

cnou5Jh rctardation. The car stopped in .a straight line
every time when the emergency tests were btiirlg made fronr
3o m.p.h., and a ligirt pedal pre'ssure gives the average
degree of slowing down required. The hand brake holds
secureiy on a really steep gradient.

'Lhe instruments are of a piLrticularly clear type, with
light faces and black rnarkiugs. In thc lg{t of t}re instru-
ment board is the usual large open cubby iroie of Austins.
Well-placed door handles are obsen'cd.

Good Leg-roorn at the Rear

For the back-seat passengers foot wells are not sttnk'into
the floor, there being aderluzrte leg-roorn, with toc space
beneath the tubular framervork of the {ront seats. A
generously deep back-seat squab by small-car standards is
a valuabie feature.

There is a sun-gl;ire visor Íor the driver, who can operate
the rcar-wirrdow blind without getting out, and thr: sliding
roof is of ther ccntre-locking type. Only a single win<i-
screen-wiper bliLde is írtted. 1'he electric mot<;r is in an
accessible position under the bonnet.

A new fcaturc is that the boruret opcns lrp in one scction
Íroru thc Irorrt; therc is a siiÍt:ty catch, atrd a strut cart lrr:
hirrgt:d up to hr,t'p tlrc lr<.»trtct in tltu nlist,tI positiort. Sul]i-
ciently goocl accessibility is givcn to the dipstick :rnc[ oil
fiIler and to the various other items that need normal-routine
attention, the arrangernent in this respect appearing to be
rather better than is often the case w'ith this new fornr oI

3@/Ad/'u.ddezl
Scat,tg di»ensiotrs cte nEastrcd @itlt cusl.ío\s aill ,lkqbs ttrco»rpttsstJ,

bonnet. AISo, after two accessible nuts have been
detached, the side panels are removaLble to allow more
extensive attention. The trattery is placed in a convenieut
position under the bonnet.

'fhc spare rvheel is reached when the Iuggage locker lid
is opened. being under a shelf u'hich {orms the floor of the
main conpartrnent. The toois, inciuding the jack, are
underneath the rvheel; the jack is applied to the bumper
brackets and is of a quick-acting, ratchet-operated type.

February 24th, 19i9.

Although asregards,rítopheight"thewindscreenisshowntobeshallow,it_permits an excellent view close to the car at thè

,la;;. tË; bonn|t not being ob§tructive. Also, the screen piltars are not thicË. Neither wing is seen from the driving position.


